SLSA–Europe: a proposal for action
Introduction.

Literature and science has existed as a field of study in the USA since the 1920s, when the Modern Language Association established a division of that name. Its practitioners were almost solely literary scholars, and its reigning paradigm was the "influence" model that focused on the one-way interaction from science to literature. By the 1980s there was a strong desire to open the field to a greater number of disciplines and approaches. Discussions among a small group of scholars envisioned a new Society for Literature and Science (SLS) where scholars from a broad range of fields, and particularly the sciences, would feel welcome, and where the discursive arena would belong to no single discipline or group of disciplines. SLS was officially launched in 1985 and held the first of its annual meetings in 1987.
The Society's deliberate refusal to delimit "literature and science" encouraged the participation of scholars from many fields whose common commitment is to investigating the representations, the rhetoric or the practices of the sciences. Thus, SLS meetings began to attract those interested in visual and aural as well as textual practices in relation to science. In 2004, the Society voted to adapt its name so as to acknowledge this evolution and became the Society for Literature, Science and the Arts (SLSA).
An important stage in the Society's development was the establishment of the journal Configurations, which first appeared in 1993. Although a small number of European colleagues have always attended annual meetings in the US, their numerous contributions to Configurations reflected the much larger number who share interests among themselves and with their American colleagues.
In order to provide a forum for these European scholars to interact, the first European SLS conference took place in Brussels in April 2000. Its success provided the momentum for successive European conference in Aarhus (2002), Paris (2004) and now Amsterdam. These meetings aimed at widening the circle of colleagues, with a view to establishing science, art and literature studies on a firmer basis in Europe. They have all been organized by local committees set up on an ad-hoc basis, which have passed on experiences from one conference to the next and tried to ensure a wider measure of collaboration between countries and institutions. To this end, preparatory meetings involving participants from several European nations and also from the USA were held in Odense (2001) and Paris (2003), one year ahead of the 2002 and 2004 conferences respectively.
If cooperation among European scholars of all nations interested in the relations between art, literature and science is to develop on a durable basis, it appears desirable to go beyond this arrangement. Accordingly, it seems essential to set up a European sister branch or chapter of SLSA, with the object of giving science, art and literature studies a higher profile within Europe but also of obtaining the institutional recognition which would facilitate applications for assistance, financial or otherwise, from European institutions.
Towards SLSA–Europe.
To this effect, it is proposed to launch a collective exploration of the possibility of establishing SLSA–Europe during the Amsterdam conference.
A small international steering committee has been established, on the initiative of Manuela Rossini, the Program Chair of the Amsterdam conference. The committee has drawn up this presentation and the various proposals outlined below.
The steering committee consists of:
Yves Abrioux, professor of English Literature, University of Paris VIII (coordinator)
Manuela Rossini, English Literature, Critical and Cultural Theory, postdoc fellow at ASCA, Universiteit van Amsterdam (SLSA Amsterdam organizer)
Carol Colatrella, Georgia Institute of Technology (SLSA  Executive Director)
Florian Dombois, Professor and Head of the Institute of Transdisciplinarity (Y), University of the Arts Berne (Switzerland)
Sabine Flach, Art and Science, head of Wissenskünste, Zentrum für Literaturforschung, Berlin
Nina Lykke, Director of Nordic Research School in Interdisciplinary Gender Studies, Head of Dept. of Gender Studies, Linkoeping University, Sweden (organizer, SLS Aarhus, 2002)
Stephen J. Weininger, Professor of Chemistry, Worcester Polytechnic Institute, USA (founding member and second President of SLSA)
The committee will facilitate the preparation of a procedure for giving literature, art and science studies a higher European profile, in the lead-up to the Amsterdam conference. Time has been made available during the conference proper for all participants to be able to join in the process.
· An initial meeting for information and discussion will be held on the opening day of the conference – Tuesday June 13th, from  17.00 to 18.00 at the Universiteitstheater, immediately before the official conference opening.
· During this meeting, a decision will be sought concerning the establishment of an international committee charged with formally setting up SLSA–Europe, identifying and
establishing a suitable administrative structure and organizing the first election of SLSA–Europe officers.
· If this move is supported, an election of members to the SLSA–Europe founding committee will be held during the conference. Participants will be able to cast their votes at the conference registration and information desk, with the results being announced before the end of the conference and at the latest during the conference wrap-up.
· Any agreed process for defining and establishing structures for a European SLSA would involve close consultation with the existing parent SLSA, to which SLSA-Europe would remain closely tied. A number of organizational and structural issues will be explained at the information meeting in Amsterdam by SLSA  Executive Director Carol Colatrella. The SLSA executive board would be given representatives on the SLSA–Europe founding committee
SLSA–Europe: general aims
SLSA–Europe would aim to promote trans-European initiatives for the development of research and teaching projects in the field of science, literature and art studies.

It would represent the community of science, literature and art scholars in Europe and facilitate cooperation between them.
It would consolidate the on-going program of SLSA European conferences and seek to develop new initiatives across disciplines and between institutions, both within Europe and beyond.
It would seek to encourage the development of its transdisciplinary field in parts of Europe where such work has been less present, including the new Europe.
It would not constrain its membership to academics but would seek to ensure the participation of practicing artists and institutions such as museums.
It would build upon the experience of SLSA, which has a number of active European members, and would establish close and fruitful collaboration with the Society, many of whose members, not only would continue to support its conferences, but would involve themselves in new projects with European partners. SLSA–Europe would thus serve to develop and enrich the existing network of science, literature and art scholarship and practice.
Most importantly, SLSA–Europe would be what its members made of it. It would actively seek to involve as many members as possible in the development of collaborative projects and networks and would be open to suggestions for action by the membership.
SLSA–Europe founding committee
In line with these general aims – and other proposals emerging from the Amsterdam conference –, the SLSA–Europe founding committee would be called upon to draw up a set of concrete proposals relating to questions such as the following:
· a statement of aims and objectives;
· status and statutes;
· relations with SLSA (including financial arrangements):
· the country in which the society would (at least initially) be domiciled;
· working language or languages;
· the European conferences;
· contacts with European institutions;
· instruments of communication;
· terms of membership and any membership fees;
· a membership drive;
· etc.
The founding committee would regularly refer back to the SLSA board. Both the SLSA–Europe statement of aims and its statutes would be submitted to the Board, which would probably find it necessary to consult the membership before authorizing the constitution of SLSA–Europe by way of a first election of SLSA–Europe officers.
Other current initiatives.
A proposal has been made by the University of Paris VIII to host a SLSA–Europe Website.
Exploratory contacts have been established with a publishing house for the launch of a SLSA–Europe book series. This could include both collections of papers emerging from SLSA–Europe conferences, other collective works and books by single authors.
Exploratory discussions with the Zentrum für Literaturforschung (ZfL) in Berlin (www.zfl.gwz-berlin.de) have been made, to launch a preliminary SLSA-office in Berlin for coordinating the activities of the founding committee. A part-time secretary could be provided and legal support by the lawyer of the ZfL.
Further information concerning these and any additional initiatives will be given at the opening-day meeting. It is emphasized that, for a book series to be established, it is necessary that SLSA–Europe should be structured in such a way as to have sufficient European visibility.
Immediate issues and concerns.

1. Electing a founding committee.
If the open meeting agrees to go ahead with the constitution of SLSA–Europe, a founding committee will be elected in the course of the conference.
It is desirable that the SLSA–Europe founding committee should be widely representative of the European science, literature and art community; and also essential that close contacts be maintained with SLSA proper.
It is therefore suggested that the committee consist of 6 European members, to be elected during the Amsterdam conference, plus 3 representatives designated by the SLSA Executive Board.
Candidates for election will be grouped into three geographical lists according to their institutional base:
I. Scandinavia plus the United Kingdom and Ireland;
II. Germany, Central and Eastern Europe;
III. France, the Benelux and the Mediterranean.
Voters will be encouraged to designate candidates from all three regions. Ballot papers returned with fewer than 6 votes cast would be accepted. Ballot papers with more than 3 votes within any one regional category would be declared null and void.
If, in spite of these safeguards, any region of Europe was not represented on the SLSA–Europe founding committee, the committee would be free to co-opt a SLSA member from that region, with a consultative voice in its proceedings.
Prospective candidates for the SLSA–Europe founding committee are especially requested to declare their interest as soon as possible (on the understanding, however, that the meeting to be held on the opening day of the conference will be required to approve of the principle of an election before this takes place). Candidates have to be members of the SLSA and only SLSA members are given voting rights.
It is also possible to put forward other names than one’s own – provided that one first obtain their agreement.
It will also be possible to declare oneself a candidate or suggest other candidates during the first two days of the conference
Prospective candidates – or anyone suggesting a candidate – are requested to provide a written statement of motivation. This is particularly important in a community in whose members are not always very well known to one another.
Declarations of candidacy and statements of motivation may be sent prior to the conference to the following address: yabrioux@aol.com and during the conference to Yves Abrioux in person.
Names of candidates and their statements of motivation will be posted on the website and on a bulletin board during the conference. 

Proposed timetable for establishing an SLSA–Europe founding committee:
June 13th: open meeting
June 14th: final day for declarations of candidacy and statements of intention

June 15th: voting for members of SLSA–Europe founding committee
June 16th: proclamation of results at the wrap-up session

2. What shape might SLSA–Europe assume?
The first requirement for structuring SLSA within Europe is to determine the kind of organization this would involve – and to do so in close consultation with the SLSA Executive Board, to ensure that any emerging structure dovetails with SLSA in a way that can be approved of by the membership and genuinely furthers the Society’s aims and objectives. It must also be borne in mind that, while SLSA is based in the USA, the society has always been international in its membership.
The elected founding committee would consider any form of structure for organizing and running a European SLSA which may seem appropriate to its members. It would agree on plans for establishing SLSA–Europe and submit these to the prospective membership base, after first referring back to the SLSA Executive Board.
Three possible scenarios have been suggested for SLSA–Europe. The founding committee would be invited to consider each of these, as well as any other ideas that might be drawn to its attention.
a) If the chief goal of a Europe-based SLSA structure is to ensure the continuation of a two-yearly European conference (or even to push for yearly conferences), then no more would be required than to formalize the procedures currently in place, which consist in calling for volunteers to organize the next conference at the wrap-up session of the previous one and proceeding thereafter on an ad hoc basis. In such a scenario, all that would be required might simply be to formalize a link between European conference organizers and the SLSA Executive Board, perhaps by having an Executive Board member representing Europe. A consultative group drawn from former European conference organizers could also be constituted.
b) If scenario a is minimalist, the possibility of constituting an officially recognized European branch of SLSA would constitute the most ambitious scenario. While the advantages for European visibility are obvious, the pitfalls are numerous.
i. Ensuring compatibility with SLSA statues and getting approval for any alteration in statutes would necessarily involve a large amount of intricate preparatory work and would take a considerable amount of time.
ii. Assuming that such difficulties could be overcome, the question of the country in which SLSA–Europe would be registered would raise another series of questions, regarding the legal framework for the European branch’s statutes (which varies from country to country) and more particularly the problem of internal democracy. In France, for example, there is an understandable and irrevocable requirement to hold annual general meetings of the membership, which could not realistically be held in the current framework of two-yearly conferences. Other European countries have similar requirements.
c) An in-between solution would be to constitute a European chapter of SLSA, with a lesser degree of financial and organizational autonomy than that implied by the SLSA–Europe branch of scenario b but with greater European visibility and more ambitious aims than scenario a.
It is planned to canvas these three initial scenarios at the open meeting in Amsterdam.
The SLSA Executive Board will be invited to present its vision for the development of the society in Europe at the Amsterdam meeting.
The SLSA–Europe steering committees favor scenario c as a means of establishing a chapter of SLSA with specific European visibility in time for the next SLSA European conference (2008). This pragmatic preference should in no way be taken to prejudge the shape of SLSA–Europe in the longer term. The members of the steering committee will briefly present their personal vision of SLSA–Europe at the open meeting.
The offer of a preliminary SLSA-Europe base in Berlin will also be more fully explained at the open meeting.
If scenario b or c were to be followed, the election of an executive board would subsequently constitute the founding moment of SLSA–Europe. Only members of SLSA with an institutional base in Europe would be eligible to vote.
Getting started.
As well as declarations of candidacy, all ideas and suggestions are welcomed by the steering committee, ahead of the Amsterdam conference.
Correspondence relating to SLSA–Europe should be addressed to yabrioux@aol.com
